Exhibition identifiers: 


1. 


A special electric guitar which was signed by all of his close friends and given to Don Morris on 


his 50" birthday in September 2003. 


Indiana Has Cowboys, Too was the first album released by the Don Morris Band in 1984. The 
record, which was recorded at a studio in Brazil, Indiana, showcased Don’s classic country guitar 
style which was an emulation of his idol, Willie Nelson. 


Main exhibition bio: 


Donald Wayne Morris was born 
September 22, 1953 in Terre Haute, 
Indiana to Donald E. Morris and Mary L. 
Morris (née Skelly). He was married to 
Cheryl Lee Hart in April 1989 and the 
couple had two sons, Carson and Paul. 
While on vacation in Myrtle Beach, the 
couple was killed in an automobile 
accident on May 27, 2021. 


The Don Morris band formed in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s, playing local night clubs and 
bars around town. They played a lot of cover 
music, performing well known rock and 
country songs. Their first studio album, 
Indiana Has Cowboys, Too, was produced in 
1984 at Joe Anderson’s Creative Sound 
Recording Studio in Brazil, Indiana. This aloum 
featured mostly original country songs by the 
Don Morris band. As their popularity grew so 
did the number of gigs they played and the 
size of the venues where they played. 
Eventually they were the house band at Larry 
Bird’s Boston Connection. Don Morris was 
inducted into the Wabash Valley Musicians 
Hall of Fame in 2006. 


Don Morris was best known for country music. 
His band opened for Randy Travis and Keith 
Whitley at the Hulman Center in 1987, and in 
1988, the band opened for George Strait, also 
at Hulman Center. However, Don Morris’ 
personal influence stemmed most heavily 
from the music of The Beatles and other rock 
and roll artists of the 1960s. His popular 
performance of the original song, “Drop the 
Needle and Turn it Up,” clearly signifies his 


many eclectic tastes with the line, “From 
Memphis, Motown, rock and roll.” 


In the summer of 2022, the VCPL acquired some of Don’s personal collection of rock and roll 
memorabilia, items from the Don Morris band, and other personal effects. Of the numerous items in 
the collection, here is a sample of some of the more interesting pieces: 


; i “Happy Christmas 1969” — Beatles Fan 
a Te cy PAR Dalis an ce»... Club members received a copy of this 


HAPPY CHRISTMAS vinyl, a kitschy recording of Beatles’ 
= Christmas greetings and songs. There 
were 3 minutes to each side. 


vi 2 
Richard Starkey and Zak Starkey 


“Welcome to...CLUB MORRIS” Always a 
gracious host, eminent entertainer, and 
sharp businessman, Don and his wife 
Cheryl operated a nightclub. This guitar- 
shaped welcome sign adorned the 
nightclub during the Christmas of 1986. 


Another 
Motown 
Christmas! 


featuring X 
THE 


ORIGINAL 


vandellas 


of Martha & the Vandellas 
Saturday, December 6, 2003 


8:00 p.m. + Tickets Only °15” 
Knights of Columbus 


(One Block East of 71st & Keystone) 


with Special Guests 
KAT BLACK & the 
DON MORRIS BAND 
For more info call: 257-9404 or 701-5051 


“Another Motown Christmas!” The Don 
Morris Band, with their eclectic abilities, 
were honored in December 2003 to 
perform as a special guest with Motown 
superstars and Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame members, Martha and the 
Vandellas, at a special concert hosted by 
the Knights of Columbus. 


